JUBILARIANS’ MASS HOMILY: 17™ JUNE 2026

“Go, baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” | was visited a few years ago in Rome by Philip, with whom I'd been at
university, and his four children. We were walking through the city, when we
met Nicholas, a young British diplomat, also out with his four children. After
we’d exchanged the usual pleasantries, | found myself saying, “Do you know,
Nick, | baptised all four of Philip’s children — this one, this one, this one, and
this one!” “And, actually, Philip, | baptised three of Nick’s four — this one, this
one and this one.”

With a teasing smile, Nick asked me, “Do you feel baptism gives you some kind
of proprietary rights over our children?” “No,” | wanted to say, “It’s just that it
means a lot to me.” But | didn’t say that; | simply laughed - and smiled back. |
found myself thinking later on, though, about that conversation; and said to
myself, “What | really would have liked to say is that ‘l hold them in my heart’” -
that line which we’ve all sung perhaps a few times too often but which
captures so much of what it means to be a priest, when we say, “I will hold

your people in my heart.”

It captures both what we do and are: the countless people to whom we’ve
administered the sacrament of Baptism; whom we’ve reconciled with God in
the Sacrament of Penance; for whom we’ve celebrated the sacrament of
Christ’s Body and Blood; the countless couples who’ve exchanged their ‘yes’ to
marriage before us —we’ve held in our hearts both near the time and, in many
cases, for a long time afterwards. It’s especially true of the sick and
housebound: the countless individuals we’ve accompanied through iliness into
death; the many, many housebound to whom we’ve brought the Body of Christ
for years on end — some of these we hold in our hearts forever, their names
included, and will continue to do so right up into eternity.

What we have been and are about is nothing less than calling all these different
people —and there have been thousands of them - into that relationship with
the Triune God. “Go, baptise,” commanded the Lord; and we led them, in our
faltering way, through the Gateway to Life in the Spirit — the ‘vitae spiritalis



ianua’ —the Gateway which,” as the Catechism reminds us, “gives access to (all)
the other sacraments”. (CCC 1213) We did our best to provide the food of the
sacraments for them every step of the way.

“Teach them to observe all the commands | gave you,” he had also said. So,
through a whole range of encounters - through home visits, through meetings,
through conversations, through instruction, through catechesis and through
preaching, we sought to lead them into the truth of the gospel, to lead them
into Life. And it’s a fact that, in this whole process of opening up the Catholic
faith, we tend to remember especially —and hold very dear in our hearts - the
ones whose questions, whose insights, whose wisdom, whose grace, whose
faith deepened our faith, whose faith served to lead us more deeply into Life
too.

We have sought to follow the Great Mandate given by Jesus just before his
Ascension to the Father’s right hand. It is rather wonderful to hear it
announced again as we bathe still in the light of that event and the sending just
days later of the Spirit at Pentecost. For, as Pope Benedict reminds us, “The
age of the Church begins with Christ’s Ascension.” “With Christ’s Ascension,”
he says, “begins the definitive shape of apostolic priestly ministry which is
nothing other than service to (the) saving power of Christ the Lord.” And we
have sought to realise that mandate, to lead the people he gave us through
Baptism into the life of the sacraments and reminded them meanwhile of all
that he had taught in order that they might drink, and drink deep, of nothing
less than his saving power.

From the Mount of Olives, he called us not just to baptise and teach.

He called us into discipleship — to be disciples and to make disciples. |
remember my seminary Rector, Monsignor Jack Kennedy, saying, on the
occasion of his own Ruby Jubilee, “The priest needs to be a disciple of Christ. A
disciple does not need to be a priest but a priest needs to be a disciple.” The
prayers for this Mass, this Mass of Priests on the occasion of their Jubilee,
remind us we are called daily to deepen our discipleship — “to be in truth what
we have handled mystically in this sacrifice,” as we shall say in the Prayer After
Communion, “to be in truth what we have handled mystically in this sacrifice,”



—and, in words which echo the homily for Ordination, to “imitate the mystery
(we) celebrate.” We are called to imitate Christ: “Always (to) remember the
example of the Good Shepherd,” as the Pontifical homily continues, “who came

”

not to be served but to serve, and to seek out and rescue those who were lost.

When each of us was ordained a Deacon, we heard the rousing injunction, on
receiving the Book of the Gospels, “Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald
you now are. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practise
what you teach.” These words find an echo in the homily for priestly
ordination too, where the Bishop says to us, “meditate on the law of God,
believe what you read, teach what you believe, and put into practice what you
teach.” And we were told, “Model your life on the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”
Mention of the cross in this way makes me think immediately of Cardinal
Hume. He used to say, “If ever you can’t pray, just look at the cross.” And he
used to tell the many people who asked his prayers, “I shall pray for you when
I’'m looking at the cross tomorrow morning.”

| remember going to be with Pope St John Paul Il for Mass one morning. We'd
come very early; but he was there already, praying before the Blessed
Sacrament. As he prayed, he passed between his fingers, every minute or so,
another piece of paper — each paper bearing the intentions which had been
brought to him for prayer. Pope and Cardinal alike they were teaching us, like
them, to hold in our hearts the people who had asked our prayers and to ask
Jesus to hold each one of them in his Sacred Heart too.

Over every one of us who was ordained a priest the Bishop will also have
prayed the words, “Renew within him the spirit of holiness.” We renew within
our souls the spirit of holiness by returning faithfully to the well, returning
faithfully, daily, to prayer before the Most Blessed Sacrament. | liked both the
challenge and the wisdom in the words of Saint Mother Theresa, when she
said, “The Holy Hour before the Eucharist should lead us to the Holy Hour with
the poor. Our Eucharist lacks integrity,” she would say, “if it does not lead us to
serve our neighbour” Wonderful too was her encouragement to priests,
captured on the wall of many a sacristy, to celebrate every Mass as if it were
your first! Go deeper, in other words.



We are being told by this whole celebration to go deeper. To go deeper is the
call which lies at the heart of every Priestly Jubilee celebration indeed, the call
to every one of us - to go deeper — deeper into Christ, deeper into discipleship,
deeper into priesthood. | had the joy of sharing in the Clergy Retreat last week.
One priest, older than me, told me it had been such a wonderful life he
wouldn’t mind having it all over again! Such joy in this calling | found deeply
touching. You know, Saint Franicis, when he was very close to death, asked to
be laid on the bare earth, and told the brethren, “We have scarcely begun to
love the Lord.” Golden, Ruby, Silver Jubilarians; wherever we are on this
extraordinary journey which is priestly discipleship, we too can all surely say
the same: “We have scarcely begun to love the Lord.”

But that’s not to deny that a great deal has happened for which we can be
deeply grateful; we have achieved a great deal for which we can be truly proud.
And we can, each of us, look forward to going deeper in the years — hopefully,
many years — which the good Lord holds out before us. The final word let me
leave with Cardinal Hume: he used to say of his prayer life, “I may not have
been successful. But | have been faithful.” | suggest that, if we can say the
same of ourselves, and of our priestly ministry — “I may not have been
successful. But | have been faithful’ —that is surely all that will matter
ultimately.
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