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CARE FOR CREATION

‘O all you works of the Lord, O bless the Lord. To him be highest

glory and praise for ever.” Daniel 3:57

In his letter for the Jubilee, Pope Francis
recalled that all of us are pilgrims on this earth,
- an earth which the Lord has charged us to till
and keep (cf.Gen2:15). He asked that we may
never fall to contemplate the beauty of
creation and care for our common home.
Growing numbers, including many young
people, have come to realise that care for
creation is an essential expression of our faith
in God and our obedience to His will. As a
community, “we have an obligation to ensure
that every person lives with dignity and has
sufficient opportunities for his or her integral
development” (Fratelli Tutti #118). Each of us
is called to take concrete steps to better care
for the world which God has entrusted to us.
As individuals we can all play our part and,
collectively, we can do a great deal.

Care of our common home calls for both
personal and community conversion, fostering
lasting change. We are called to inspire people
of all ages to take action in solidarity with those
most affected by climate change and resource
exploitation.  This  Jubilee newsletter
encourages everyone to reflect on how we can
create a fairer world, working together to find
solutions to our common challenges.

The stunning stained glass window at Buckfast Abbey with
donations for the local food bank by D. Fisher

On Scilly, from St /\/lary’ to Tresco by John Cosgrave

HOW CAN WE RESPOND?

Reflect on your own or in a group on one of
these Bible passages that speaks of growing
your own food and living sustainably:
Ecclesiastes 2.5, lsaiah 65:21; Jeremiah 29:5;
AmosF=Matthew 8132 Luke 349,

Send an image to our Jubilee
photography project on the
theme of beauty - what about
God's creation inspires you,
brings you joy, and makes you
draw deeper in relationship
with Him?

Celebrate Laudato Si' week (May) or Season of
Creation (September) with a special Mass or
parish celebration. Many parishes celebrate
Harvest Sunday with a collection for the local
food bank.

Hold a discussion in your
parish — perhaps during Lent
— to pray and reflect on care
for creation. Caritas
Plymouth has created a short
resource for use by groups
or individuals.

Invite Caritas to your parish to facilitate half or
full days of reflection to explore themes around
care for creation.



OUR DIOCESAN RESPONSE

conserve and protect God's creation and the earth's resources.

We have a diocesan environment policy and action plan which sets

out practical ways in which we can respond to the Cry of Earth
~~=====—--  and the Cry of the Poor. Scan the QR code to find out more.

EXAMPLES OF PARISH ACTIONS TO CARE FOR CREATION

Laudato Si’ Group Saint Anthony’s Church,

St James Tiverton Broadstone, Poole
| The Laudato SI' A small group of volunteers tend the
W Group meets on garden and work to create different areas.
s ;Z‘::aF?osd' 5 the first Saturday One is a wildlife area that attracts insects
- S GooReny ® of each month. and butterflies, a second sees pots filled
§ R ':' They create with potatoes, peas, tomatoes, onions and
4 $ newsletters and other vegetables grown for the local food
5 § share ideas for bank. Scan the QR code to read more.
4 t}r & action including a
E ¥ 5 “Zero Food
'3' ‘:’ Waste”  recipe

book.

To read what the wider
Catholic Church is doing
to address creation care,
climate change and the
environment scan the QR
code:

Rudbeckia by Bea Taylor

Our schools often lead the way in inspiring us to think differently about how we use the Earth'’s
precious resources. Below you can find links to videos showcasing some of their amazing work
from the Laudato Si Exhibition last May:
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