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Emergency grants available during the Covid-19 pandemic 

Basic details of grant Where to go for further information Comments 

 
Devon County Council COVID-19 Action Fund providing 
small amounts of grant funding to community-led schemes 
 

 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/document/covid-19-
prompt-action-fund/ 
 

 
Open 

 
National Benevolent Charity provides one-off Welfare Grants 
 

 
https://natben.org.uk/ 
 

 
Open 

 
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation will open a new funding 
programme supporting the Covid-19 crisis from May 2020. 
 

 
https://esmeefairbairn.org/ 
 

Closed until September 
after supporting their 
existing grantees. 

 
National Emergencies Trust will distribute over £100m of 
public money from donations & the Government through 
Community Foundations. 
There are three Community Foundations in the diocesan area: 

 Dorset Community Foundation based in Poole 
Grants of between £1-5,000 available.  

 Devon Community Foundation in Tiverton 
Support for groups, community response and emotional 
/bereavement support. Only covers the next 6-8 weeks 
and doesn’t currently include support for loss of income. 

 Cornwall Community Foundation in Launceston 
 

 
https://www.ukcommunityfoundations.org/news-
article/national-emergencies-trustlaunch- 
coronavirus-appeal 
 
http://devoncf.com/apply/applying-devon-
coronavirus-response-recovery-fund/ 
 
https://www.cornwallcommunityfoundation.com/ 
 
https://www.dorsetcommunityfoundation.org/ 
 

 
Open 

 
Help for not-for-profit food redistributors 

 
https://wrap.org.uk/content/covid-19-emergency-
surplus-food-grant 
 

 
Open 
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Greggs Foundation is providing small grants, food parcels 
and hardship payments. 
 

 
https://www.greggsfoundation.org.uk/ 

Breakfast Clubs closed. 
Community grants open. 

 
£1m from John Lewis Foundation & Waitrose available 
through the Waitrose stores. In the diocese these are located 
in Torquay, Sidmouth, Okehampton, Exeter, Saltash, Poole, 
Wimborne & Bournemouth. 
 

 
http://www.johnlewisfoundation.org/ 
 
https://www.waitrose.com/content/waitrose/en/home/inspir
ation/community_matters.html 

Open 

 
National Lottery Community Fund has said that all its 
resources over the next six months will go to help communities 
affected by the coronavirus pandemic. This is worth £300 
million, nationally. They are aiming to turn applications around 
in under a week. Up to £10,000 is available for each 
application. 
 

 
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/ 

Open 

 
Neighbourly is a Corporate Social Responsibility Platform for 
businesses including M&S, Lidl, Aldi, Nutricia (Danone), Coca-
Cola, Giff-Gaff and Southern Co-op. They have micro grants 
available of up to £400 for communities affected by Covid-19. 
 

 
https://www.neighbourly.com/NeighbourlyCommunit
yFund 

Open 

 
The Farming Help charities and the NFU, supported by the 
Prince’s Countryside Fund have set up a helpline – 03000 111 
999 - to help farmers affected by Covid-19. The Prince’s 
Countryside Trust also has funding from the People’s Postcode 
Lottery for emergency funding for projects helping farming and 
rural groups. 
 
 

 
https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/grant-
giving-programme/grant-programme 

 
Funding already 
committed and 
temporarily paused. 
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Tesco’s Bags of Help Covid-19 Communities Fund will 
provide £500 to organisations supporting vulnerable groups. 

 
https://tescobagsofhelp.org.uk/grant-schemes/tesco-
cv-fund/ 

Closed in Exeter, 
Plymouth, St Austell & 
Torquay due to demand. 
Other Tesco’s accepting 
applications 

 
Big Society Capital has announced a new £25 million 
Resilience and Recovery Loan Fund to provide social 
enterprises and charities with emergency loans with no fees or 
interest for 12 months 
 

 
https://bigsocietycapital.com/portfolio/resilience-and-
recovery-loan-fund/ 

Open 

 
The Charities Aid Foundation has sent up Emergency Funds 
for smaller charities. 
 

 
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-
coronavirus-emergency-fund 

Currently paused due to 
demand – hoping to 
reopen 

The Yapp Charitable Trust has up to £3,000 a year available 
for running costs of small charities with an expenditure of less 
than £40,000 a year. 
 

https://yappcharitabletrust.org.uk/ Open 

The Ann Rylands small donations programme makes 
grants of up to £1,500 to support smaller charities helping older 
people or people facing challenges. Now has an emergency 
fund. 
 

https://julesthorntrust.org.uk/programmes/ann-
rylands-small-donations/ 

Temporarily closed due 
to demand. Will update 
on 15 May. 

 
Martin Lewis, the Money Saving Expert, made a £1.9m 
emergency fund available from his personal funds boosted by 
donations of £1.3m 
 
 
 

 
https://blog.moneysavingexpert.com/2020/03/i-m-
making-p1m-available-to-fund-urgent-small-charity-
coronaviru/ 

Closed 
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The Barclays Foundation will provide a COVID-19 
Community Aid Package of £100 million to charities working to 
support vulnerable people impacted by COVID-19, and to 
alleviate the associated social and economic hardship caused 
by the crisis. 
 

 
https://home.barclays/news/press-
releases/2020/04/barclays-launches-p100-million-
covid-19-community-aid-package/ 

Open 

 
Standard Life Foundation 
The Coronavirus Pandemic Fund will fund a range of strategic 
work 
 

 
https://www.standardlifefoundation.org.uk/home 

Next deadline 3 June 
2020 for usual work. 
Pandemic Fund open 

 
Mind are co-ordinating a Coronavirus Mental Health 
Response Fund. Grants of up to £20,000 or £50,0000 are 
available for projects to provide services or additional support 
for up to 12 months. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/news-
campaigns/campaigns/coronavirus-mental-health-response-
fund/?utm_medium=organic&utm_source=twitter&utm_cam
paign=coronavirus%20response%20fund&utm_content=appli
cations%20for%20coronavirus%20response%20fund 

 

Open 
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