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Bishop’s Comments


For the first time since its inception the Diocesan Pastoral Council had a session on Diocesan Finances.  The management of our finances is a far more complex matter than when I first came to the Diocese.  The financial resources have always been well administered, thank God, and I am very grateful to those who have gone before us and took so much care in building up reserves.  They are currently being administered in exemplary fashion by John Cunningham and his colleagues.  However new regulations from the Charity Commission and HM Customs and Revenue have made the operation more complex.  We have many staff at Rosary House and are well served by them.  All our material goods must ultimately be about mission.  It is not the main aim of the Diocese to balance its books, but good stewardship requires us to do so.  Our main aim is about mission, to enable people to live their Christian faith and to share it with both confidence and realism.





In my recent report to the Holy See, I have gathered together what is happening in the Diocese within the framework of our vision statement.  The mission that Christ has left us is one that requires us to be a celebrating, learning, caring and living church.  Our material resources must allow us to make that possible.  Ultimately our use of our resources will be judged against those features of our mission.





The Diocesan Pastoral Council is a consultative body in accordance with Canon Law





Some Diocesan Catholic schools have few Catholic pupils
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When parish property is sold, the money received is invested for the parish, and is in the control of the parish








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:JKZELmDscShwTM:http://www.granitegrok.com/pix/Schoolhouse3.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Parishes should be aware of the ‘common good’ of the Diocese as a whole, and not just be aware of their own parish’s situation





The morning session of the Council focussed on a presentation on ‘Financing the Diocese’.  The members were impressed by the complexity of the task.   Later, Bishop Christopher said that he would be circulating a Pastoral letter for Advent that would refer to the areas of revision of the Roman Missal.  He would also celebrate Holy Mass  incorporating the revisions which will be recorded on a DVD, copied and made available 


                     to parishes as part of a package.
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. A ‘cluster’ of small churches brought together to form a new parish can result in the need for a new large church.  Where does the money come from?








Parishes claim tax rebates on many donations as the Diocese is a registered charity resulting in rebates totalling approximately £275k a year





 The revised translation of the Roman Missal will take effect at the beginning of Advent in 2010
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It is the responsibility of the Trustees to monitor Diocesan finances.  There is often a clash between Civil Law and Canon Law.  
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Special banking arrangements for parishes is available which produces interest which fund loans to other parishes at lower interest rates











Some parishes hold a large reserve of funds.  Some of these parishes are very generous in helping out smaller parishes.  Other parishes hold reserves for future re development





Diocesan schools are not valued in the accounts. The Diocesan Trustees have no control over the schools as assets.  Normally, proceeds from the sale of a school go towards the building of a new school.
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Substantial funds are needed for the training of men for the priesthood and the diaconate.


This amounts annually to about £20k per student.  Why not have one seminary for the country?
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